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wy hen I became an actor, 
W my family was really 
surprised,’ says Chris- 


topher Reeve. ‘“‘My parents are 
very serious people. When I was 
a kid, we didn’t even have a TV 
set!” ‘ 

Chris was born in New York 
City on Septentber 25, 1952. His 
father is a professor and writer. 
His mother is a newspaper re- 
porter. 


REEVE 


“My parents didn’t think TV 
was good for us,” Chris says. 
“So my brother and I had to 
make up our own entertainment. 
We used to play in empty card- 
board cartons. We pretended 
they were pirate ships. We used 
our imaginations. I think that’s 
what got me hooked on acting.” 

Chris’s parents got divorced. 
Chris’s mother married again, 
and the family moved to New 
Jersey. 

“My stepfather had four chil- 
dren,” says Chris. “That made 


six kids in the house, counting 
my brother and me. The house 
was really crowded. I think act- 
ing and dreaming about the 
theater became my escape.” 

When he was 15, Chris got a 
job helping out at a summer 
theater. He went to high school 
while he worked at the theater. 
The theater began taking up 
more and more of his time. 

“T loved that theater so 
much,” Chris says. ‘“‘But I began 
to feel guilty. I thought I wasn’t 
giving enough time to school. 
So I joined as many 
school clubs and teams 
as I could. I played on 
the ice hockey team. I 
was in the school or- 
chestra. I even sang 
with a choral group! 

“But more and more, 
I felt that the theater 
was my home. It was 
what I did best.” 


NOTA 
NEWCOMER 


Several years later, 
Chris was picked to 
play Superman and 
Clark Kent in the mov- 
ies. A lot of newspa- 
pers said he was a 
newcomer. But he wasn’t. 


He had already starred in a 
play with actress Katharine Hep- 
burn. And he had been on day- 
time TV for two years. He was 
on the soap opera Love of Life. 

“T played a very evil person,” 
says Chris. ‘But the viewers 
loved him.” 

Well... not all of the viewers. 
One day Chris was sitting in a 
restaurant. A woman came up 
and whacked him over the head 
with her purse. ‘““How dare you 
treat your poor wife that way!” 
she shouted. She was mixing | 


Chris up with the character he 
played. 

“T was on that soap opera for 
two years,” says Chris. “I didn’t 
want to be on that long. I 
wanted to do other acting jobs. 
But I wanted to earn enough 
money to pay back my step- 
father for putting me through 
college.” 

Now that he is a big star, 
Chris doesn’t have to worry 
about money. But he worries 
about something else. 


“T don’t want to be known just 


as Superman,” he explains. “I 
want to be known as an actor 
who can do all kinds of things.” 

So, Chris has done all kinds 
of things in recent years. He 
starred in such movies as Some- 
where in Time and Death Trap. 
And he appeared in a Broadway 
play called Fifth of July. 


A DARING RESCUE 


But what does Christopher 
Reeve enjoy playing most? You 
guessed it—Superman! 

‘When I get in that costume, 
something takes over,” he says. 
“One time, Lois and Super- 
man were supposed to be flying 
over Metropolis. Margot Kidder 
and I were hanging from a rig 

30 feet above the studio floor. 


“Suddenly the rig began to 
crack. Margot screamed: ‘Some- 
body get us out of here!’ 

“T felt so much like Superman 
that I actually reached out my 
hand to catch her!” 

Chris says he tried to play 
Superman the way most people 
think of him. “I was brought up 
on Superman,” he says. ‘‘Every- 
one knows how he stands— 
hands on hips, cape blowing in 
the breeze. That’s the way six 
and a half billion people have 
loved Superman, and I wouldn’t 
dream of changing it. 

“Superman is fun to play,” 
Chris says. ‘“‘But Clark Kent is a 
lot more fun. That’s because he’s 
such an awful mess!” 

Chris breaks out in a laugh. 
It’s easy to see that he’s having a 
great time bringing the fun of 
Superman to millions of movie 
fans. 


says Margot Kidder. ‘‘She 
has lots of energy, and so 
do I. She is a newspaper 
reporter, and that’s what I 
wanted to be. In fact, I worked 
on a newspaper for a while. I 
found that I was just as sneaky ~ 
as Lois. I was always trying to 
get people to tell me their dark- 
est secrets.” 


@y ] ’m a lot like Lois Lane,” 


MARGOT 


KIDDER 


It’s no dark secret that Margot 
also dreamed about being an ac- 
tress. 

“When I was a kid, we lived 
in tiny mining towns in Quebec, 
Canada,”’ Margot says. “I used 
to read every movie magazine I 
could get my hands on. I had 
to sneak them into the house. 
My parents thought they were 
trashy. 

“T used to read them and day- 
dream. Sometimes I’d pretend 
to be a princess. Other times I 
imagined I was a movie star.” 


Margot’s dream came true. 
Playing Lois Lane has made her 
a star. : 

She started out in a small 
town called Yellow Knife in Can- 
ada. That’s where she was born. 
Her early years were spent trav- 
eling from one town to another. 
She had four brothers and sis- 


ters. When she was 16, 
her family settled in 
Vancouver. 


DREAMS START 
TO 
COME TRUE 


Margot got a job at a 
local TV station. She 
began to take any kind 
of acting job she could 
get. “I didn’t really 
know what I was 
doing,’ Margot admits. 
“T just knew that I 
wanted to act!” 

She was still only 16 
when a Hollywood di- 
rector saw her. He 
’ asked her to try out for 
a new film called 
Gaily, Gaily. 

Margot paid her own 
way to Hollywood. “I 
would have walked 
there to take that 
screen test!” she says. She got 
the part! She’s been making 
movies ever since. 


NOT THE STAR TYPE? 


“Lois Lane is a dream role,” 
Margot says. “People keep tell- 
ing me that the role will make 


me a star. | think that’s silly. I’m 
just not the star type. I’m not 
mysterious, and I’m not glamor- 
ous.” 

A lot of people would dis- 
agree with that—including 
Superman! 

How did Margot feel about 
flying with Superman? How did 
she feel about the dangerous 
flying scenes? 

“They were fairly easy,” she 
says. “The long flying scenes 
were a problem. I'd get very 
tired during them. They seemed 
to take forever. 


“But after all the hours of 
hanging over the studio floor, I 
finally saw the flying scenes on 
film. Then I knew it was all 
worth it. I was amazed at how 
real it looked! And I was 
amazed at how beautiful it was. 
I was really impressed!” _ 

Margot must have been really 
impressed with the flying 
scenes. When she finished film- 
ing Superman II, she took up a 
new hobby—hang gliding! 


Ze*GENERAL ZOD 


“ oday’s villains are too hu- 


man,” says actor Terence Stamp. 

- “The bad guys in movies today 
always have some nice qualities, 
too.” 
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That’s not the case with the 
character Stamp plays in Super- 
man II]—General Zod. “‘Zod is 
brutal, evil, and corrupt,” says 
Stamp. 

Stamp was born in England in 
1939. His father was a tugboat 
captain. Stamp quit school when 
he was 15. By the time he was 
20, he had become an actor. 


Sarak Douglas MRSA 


Sarah Douglas found that her 
role as Ursa was a nice change, 
too. “I was in movies like The 
Land That Time Forgot,’ she 
says. “I always played the 
lovable girl who gets rescued 
just in the nick of time. - 
“Ursa was a real change for 
me. Especially since I’m not like 
her at all. I’m really rather ro- 


He has made dozens of films 
in the United States and in Eu- 
trope. Maybe you’ve seen him 
on TV in such movies as Billy 
Budd orThe Mind of Mr. Soames. 

“Playing General Zod was 
very refreshing,” he says. “It 
was a refreshing change to play 
someone who can be described 
in one word—evil!”’ 


mantic. I like ruffles and lace.” 
How did Sarah prepare herself 
to play such a mean person? 
“Mostly, I just thought nasty 
thoughts,” she says. 


“N BAC 3 aah : 

_ [Non is like a child, explains 
Jack O’Halloran. “He is not as 
cruel as the others. And he 
doesn’t have the brains of an 
adult. He gets a real kick out of 
his powers. They are like a game 


to him.” won 60 fights. Then the doctors 
O’Halloran knows about told him to give up boxing. He 

games. He was a football player decided to try acting. 

for the Philadelphia Eagles: In After seeing him play Non, 

1966, he gave up football and audiences everywhere agree that 


became a heavyweight boxer. He O/’Halloran is stilla heavyweight! 
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e Before he won the role of 
Superman, the most money 
Christopher Reeve ever earned 
was $150 a week. 


© Robert Redford, Clint East- 
wood, and James Caan were of- 
fered the part of Superman. All 
three turned it down. Redford 
wanted too much money. East- 
wood said he was too busy. And 
Caan said there was no way he’d 
get into that ‘‘silly suit.” 


e¢ Superman (Christopher 
Reeve) and Mork (Robin 
Williams) are close friends. They 
studied acting together at.a 
school in New York City. They 
even appeared together on a 
stage once. They were on TV’s 


SECTION! 


probably deut buow! 


Saturday Night Live—for five 
seconds. 


e Superman, as played by 
Christopher Reeve, has a lot of 
powers the original Superman 
didn’t have. He can stand up to 
the heat of the sun. He can fly 
faster than the speed of light. 
And he can fly across the uni- 
verse. The early Superman’s 
powers were not as great. In the 
Superman comics, Superman 
could leap only one-eighth of a 
mile; hurdle a 20-story building; 
raise tremendous weights; run 
faster than an express train; and 
nothing less than a bursting 
shell could break through his 
skin. 


e For a short time, Clark Kent 
and Lois Lane were married. 
This happened only in the 
Superman newspaper comic 
strip. Then after a while, the 
writer decided it wasn’t a good 
idea. He changed.it by saying it 
was all a dream. It had never 
really happened. 


e Superman, according to the 
comic books, will not live for- 
ever. Though we cannot see him 

’ growing older, someday he will 
get old and die. 


e Margot Kidder says that it 
took Christopher Reeve more 
than 50 tries before he was able 


to leap off her balcony correctly. 


Reeve celebrated his 25th birth- 


day during the filming of Super- 
man I. Everyone there joked that 
they hoped he’d get his flying 
right before it was time to apply 
for Medicare! 


e Here’s a scene that was 
filmed but never used: In this 
scene, Lois Lane jumps out a 
window of the Daily Planet 
building. ‘‘I jump because I 
think Clark Kent is Superman,” 
said Margot Kidder. “I want to 
see if he will reveal his true 
identity by rescuing me in 
midair.’ But Lois doesn’t prove 
a thing. Superman breaks her 
fall with an awning. They spent 
a lot of time filming this scene, 
but then they decided not to use 
it. That’s show business! 


These pre-production sketches show a rescue 
by Superman. The school bus teeters and is 
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about to fall; but Superman lifts it up and sets 
it back on the bridge. Note that each camera 
angle is sketched out exactly, as is the posi- 
tion of each person in the scene. Hundreds of 
sketches were done for each film. 


SUPERMAN 
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AND MAGIC! 
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JEROME 
SIEGEL 
and JOE 
SI4USTER 


lust BEFORE THE COOMED PLANET, 
KRYPTON, EXPLODED TO FRAGMENTS, 
A SCIENTIST PLACED His INFANT SON 
WITHIN AN EXPERIMENTAL ROCKET-SHIP, 
LAUNCHING IT TOWARD EARTH! 


HEN THE VESSEL REACHED OUR PLANET, PHE INFANT WAS TURNED OVER TS AN 
THE CHILD WAS FOUND BY AN ELOERLY ORPHAN ASYLUM, WHERE IT ASTOUNDED THE 
COUPLE, THE KENTS, ATTENDANTS WITH ITS 
FEATS OF STRENGTH, 
INS! -=— 
ITS BEEN 
AGANDONED! 


WE --- WE COULDNT \ WEVE COME YI BELIEVE IT CAN SPHE LOVE AND GUIDANCE OF HIS KINDLY FOSTER ~ 
GET THAT SWEET } To AboPr BE ARRANGED, PARENTS WAS TO BECOME AN IMPORTANT FACTOR 
CHILD OUT OF OUR / HIM IF YOULL } (“WHEW 


IN THE SHAPING OF THE BOy’S FUTURE, 
PERMIT US. / THANK GOODNESS 


BUT WHEN THE 
PROPER TIME COMES, 
YOU MUST USE IT To 
PEOPLE OR THEYLL ASSIST HUMANITY, 
BE SCARED ~ v 
OF YOU/ 


+... RAISE TREMENDOUS 
WEIGHTS... 


«+. RUN FASTER THAN A 
STREAMLINE TRAIN -- 
AQ — 


+ ss AND NOTHING LESS 
THAN A @URSTING SHELL COULD 
PENETRATE HIS SKIN! 
WHAT TH’ —? 
THIS ISTHE SIXTH 
HYPODERMIC NEEDLE 
(VE BROKEN ON 
YOUR SKIN! 


THE PASSING AWAY OF HIS POSTER- 
PARENTS GREATLY GRIEVED CLARK 
KENT. BUT IT STRENGTHENED A 


DETERMINATION THAT HAD BEEN Cone 
GROWING IN HIS MIND, DECIDED 
HE MUST 
TURN 
HIS TITANIC 
STRENGTH 
INTO 
CHANNELS 
THAT 
WOULD 
BENEFIT 
MANKIND 


e 
AND So 


was SOLELY 
CREATED-- CHAMPION OF THE OPPRESSED 
THE PHYSICAL MARVEL WHO HAD SWORN 
TO DEVOTE/HIS EXISTENCE TO HELPING 
THOSE IN NEED & 
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\ # ou can’t keep a good man 
{ down, especially if the 
man happens to be Super- 

man. The mighty Man of Steel, 
once again played by actor 
Christopher Reeve, has returned 
to the screen in a new adven- 
ture: Superman III. In this 
movie, the man from the planet 
Krypton meets a thoroughly 
modern menace and the perfect 
villain of the 1980s—the 
ultimate computer, as tall as a 
four-story building. 

Along with the computer, 
Superman faces another unlikely 
enemy—the bumbling but ingen- 
ious Gus Gorman. Little did Gus 
realize when he saw the match- 
book advertisement, “Make Big 
Money As a Computer Program- 
mer,” that it would eventually 
bring him face to face with 
Superman in a dramatic and 
deadly confrontation. 

Gus and the megalomaniac 
millionaire, Ross Webster 
(played by Robert Vaughn), 
transform the mammoth com- 
puter from a useful tool into an 
awesome weapon with incredi- 


All photos ©D C Comics 1983 


ble powers. In the words of 
Superman III director Richard 
Lester, the machine becomes ‘“‘a 
criminally insane computer, a 
silicon psychopath.” This ulti- 
mate computer has the power to 
control the weather, alter the 
environment, and even create 
worldwide chaos. And as movie 
audiences find out, it also has 
the power to give Superman the 
fight of his life. 


PT 
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uperman’s usual leading 
Spi Lois Lane, appears 

briefly in Superman III. 
But Lois plays second fiddle to 
a character new to the movies: 
Lana Lang. Comic book fans 
need no introduction to this red- 
haired heroine. In the comic 
book adventures of Superboy, 
Lana lived next door to the 
Kents. Lana often suspected that 
Clark Kent and Superboy were 
one and the same. Yet she could 
never prove it, and she could 
never really make herself believe 
that the meek and mousy Clark 
was actually the Boy of Steel 
in disguise. Clark always had 
a secret crush on Lana. But 
because he was always busy 
saving the world from disaster, 
he didn’t have time for girl- 
friends. 

Annette O’Toole is the actress 
who plays Lana in the movie. 
She summed up her character’s 
relationship, past and present, 
with Clark: “When they were 
growing up in Smallville, Lana 
was into being popular. She 
thought Clark was a nerd. But 
now she’s grown-up, and when 
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she meets Clark again at the 
reunion, she’s smitten.” 

Unlike Margot Kidder, who, 
as Lois Lane, got to fly with 
Superman in the two previous 
pictures, Annette keeps both feet 
on the ground in Superman. III. 
“My one regret,’’ Annette later 
recalled, ‘was not getting to fly 
with Superman in the movie. 
But Margot Kidder offered to 
lend me the ‘rig’ she used in 
the flying scenes, and Chris ar- 
ranged with the technicians to 
take me up for a brief spin for 
fun. It was exhilarating.” 


n Superman III, audiences 
get to.see Superman use 
many of his powers. With his 
flying ability and super-strength, 
he saves a crippled jet airliner. 
His X-ray vision and super-hear- 
ing help him locate and save a 
young boy lost in a huge field of 
tall wheat. A blast of his super- 
breath blows away a hurricane 
and cleans up a huge oil spill. 
But did you know that Super- 
man’s powers also include these 
earthshaking abilities? 
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e His super-speed allows him 
to fly faster than the speed of 
light. In fact, he’s fast enough to 
break the time barrier and travel 
both forward and backward in 
time! 


e His heat vision can range 
from a warm ray, gentle enough 
to dry Clark Kent’s wet clothes, 
to temperatures capable of melt- 
ing steel. The first time Clark 
tried to use his heat vision when 
he was a teenager, his glasses 
melted. Now he has special 
lenses that can withstand the heat. 


¢ By using his super-hearing, 
Superman can act as a one-man 
bomb squad, locating and then 
defusing ticking time bombs. By 
listening to someone’s heartbeat 
and pulse, he can act as a hu- 
man lie detector and determine 
whether or not someone is tell- 
ing the truth. 


¢ Superman’s X-ray vision 
can see through anything, 
except lead. Superman didn’t 
have X-ray vision in his early 
comic book adventures. If a 
criminal was hiding from 
Superman in a building, the 
only way the Man of Steel could 
spot him was to crash through 
the roof of the building. As one 
comic book editor pointed out, 
“The invention of X-ray vision 
proved to be a great roof-saver.” 


returns to his hometown of 

Smallville. He has been as- 
signed by Daily Planet editor 
Perry White to write a story on 
his high school class reunion. 
The trip is filled with memories 
of the days when Clark constantly 
had to play the timid teenager 
in order to protect his secret 
identity. To avoid suspicion, 
Clark pretended to be a second- 


|: Superman III Clark Kent | 


rate student and a flop on the 
football field. 

Although the setting for 
Smallville in the movie appears 
to be a typical farming town in 
the United States, those scenes 
were actually filmed in High 
River, a small town in Alberta, 
Canada. : 

One scene set in Smallville 
was really hot stuff. The scene 
calls for Superman to put out a 


huge chemical factory fire that 
threatens to destroy the town. 
Using a combination of an icy 
blast of super-breath and his 
super-strength, Superman puts 
out the blaze and saves the 
town. 

Superman’s fire-fighting 
makes a spectacular scene, but 
it took a lot of work to set up. 
There was no big factory near 
High River, so the film crew had 


“des 


to search for another location 
to stage the fire. They found the 
perfect place in the nearby city 
of Calgary, where several large 
oil refineries were located. But 
then the crew ran into trouble 
with the city officials. At first, 
the officials understandably did 
not want to give the movie 
company permission to start a 
huge fire there. Finally, how- 
ever, the producers and crew 


were able to convince them that 
there would be no real disaster. 
They would take every precau- 
tion to keep the fire under con- 
trol, they said, and to make 
sure, local firefighters and fire- 
fighting equipment were stand- 
ing by. Luckily, everything went 
smoothly, and the scene was 
filmed without an accident. You 
might say that all the worrying 
was just a false alarm. 


mY: 


\ ost of the action in 
Superman III was filmed 
at Pinewood Studios in 


London, a place where movie 
magic is made every day. One 
of the scenes required more than 
the usual movie magic. It also 
required plenty of movie muscle. 

The scene is a huge auto 
graveyard where Superman:and 
Clark Kent become two separate 
persons. The two fight a bitter 
battle. In this sequence, special 
effects director Colin Chivers 
hoped to top the big fight scene 
between Superman and Zod in 
Superman II, 

But the film company had a 
major problem. They needed 
dozens of junked American cars 

‘for the scene. Where in England 
could they find that many 
smashed-up American cars? 

The production designer Peter 
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Murton tells how the problem 
was solved: ‘‘We heard about 
this American in England whose 
business was finding spare parts 
for American vehicles.”’ Murton 
called the man. The man said 
he did indeed have plenty of 
demolished Detroit-made cars, 
but that he was about to move 
them all to a new location. As 
luck would have it, the new site 
wasn’t ready at the time. Mur- 
ton saw a chance to make a deal. 
“What if we take your cars 
off your hands for a few days,” 
Murton asked. “Then we’ll move 
them to your new location and 
we'll pay you for the privilege.”’ 
So the film crew and a convoy 
of flatbed trucks hauled the 
wrecked cars to the studio lot at 
Pinewood. As you can see from 
the fight scene, the effort paid 
off nicely. 
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\ jo Superman story would 
4 be complete without the 


presence of Kryptonite, 
the only substance that can kill 
Superman. In Superman III, 
villains Ross Webster and Gus 
Gorman use their ultimate com- 
puter to get hold of some Kryp- . 
tonite to use against Superman. 

Kryptonite was formed out of 
the planet Krypton, the place 
where Superman was born. 
When the planet exploded, the 
blast sent billions of bits of rock 
hurtling through space. As the 
pieces of the planet passed 
through radioactive clouds and 
cosmic dust, they were trans- 
formed into a strange, new ele- 
ment called Kryptonite. 


Only two types of Kryptonite 
are mentioned in the movie— 
green and red. But in Superman 
comics, there has been a variety 
of colorful types of Kryptonite. 
Green, of course, is the most 
powerful and most abundant 
kind. It can kill Superman. 
Only lead can stop the deadly 
rays of green Kryptonite. 

Red Kryptonite has a weird 
effect on Superman—there’s no 
telling what it will do. Super- 
man was once exposed to red 
Kryptonite as he battled giant 
ants from space. It got him 
really bugged—he actually grew 
a huge ant head. Luckily for 
Superman, the effects of red 
Kryptonite are only temporary. 
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) tn the pre-production painting for 


Superman IT, an artist imagined ps 
what Superman and Lois would look 
like over the et lights of ; 

Metropolis at night, The actual filmed 7 
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“SUPERMAN 


in Cleveland, Ohio, in the 
year 1933. It was one of 
_ the worst years of The Great 
Depression. The song most often 
played on the radio was ‘‘Brother, 
Can You Spare a Dime?” 

Jerry Siegel was a high school 
student in Cleveland. Jerry liked 
to read comic books and adven- 
ture magazines. Dick Tracy, 
Flash Gordon, Buck Rogers— 
Jerry read them all. And he 
wrote reviews of these comics 
for his school newspaper. 

On that summer night, Jerry 
put his comic books aside and 
went to bed. He tossed and 


| t was a hot summer night 


LEGEND 


turned. He couldn’t sleep. 
Scenes of the adventures he had 
been reading rushed through his 
mind. 

Suddenly, Jerry had an idea. 
“All of a sudden, it hit me,’’ he 
remembered later. ‘‘I thought of 
a character like Samson, Her- 
cules, and all the strong men I 
ever heard of rolled into one. 
Only more so.” 

Much more so. 

Jerry was so excited over his 
idea, he couldn’t sleep. Early the 
next morning, he ran over to see 
his friend, Joe Shuster. Joe was a 
cartoonist. He quickly got just 
as excited as Jerry about the idea 
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Kirk Alyn appeared as Superman in 
two movie serials of the late 1940's. 
Those baggy tights wouldn’t do 
today! 


of a new kind of hero. 

Joe began drawing sketch after 
sketch. Soon the two high 
school students began writing 
and drawing their hero’s first 
adventure. 

Superman was born. 

Well... not quite. It took an- 
other six years for the young 
men to sell the idea to a comic 
book publisher! 

Joe and Jerry graduated from 
high school. Then they went 
to work for DC Comics. They 
created a character named 
Slam Bradley and worked on 
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that for a while. Finally, in 

1938, DC Comics decided 

to take a chance with 
Superman. 

Action Comics #1 came 
out in June of 1938. It had 
Superman on the cover. 
The story inside was really 
written for a newspaper 
comic strip. It began in the 
middle of an action scene. 
Later, Jerry wrote some 
new pages to lead up to 
that scene. The whole story 
then appeared in a new 
comic book, Superman #1. 
Today, most people think 
the story in Action #1 left out 
the beginning by mistake! 

But mistake or not, nothing 
could keep Superman from tak- 
ing off. The comic book quickly 
sold out and more had to be 
printed. Soon Superman had a 
comic book of his own. 

(Action Comics #1 sold for a 
dime in 1938. Recently, some- 
one paid more than $10,000 for 
a copy of it!) 


MARY? SARAH? 
JONATHAN? EBEN? 


The way Siegel and Shuster 
drew Superman in his early 
adventures is pretty much the 
way he still appears. But as the 


comic book got more popular, 
several changes were made. 

At first, Superman’s foster 
parents on Earth were named 
John and Mary Kent. Their 
names were later changed to 
Eben and Sarah Kent. It was 
explained that Clark was Sarah’s 
maiden name. But the comic 
book stories of the early 1950’s 
decided forever on Jonathan and 
Martha, which are the names 
used in the newest movies. 

The name of Clark Kent’s 
newspaper also changed. In one 
issue, it was called The Daily 
Star. In the next, the name 
changed. The newspaper was 
called The Daily Planet. Soon 
after, its editor, George Taylor, 
had his name changed to Perry 
White! For some reason the 
Superman radio show had 
decided to change the names of 
the paper and the editor, so the 
comic books changed, too. 

Even the evil Lex Luthor went 
through changes. At first he had 
red hair. Today, as we all know, 
Luthor can comb his hair with 
a wash rag! (He’s bald!) 

Other heroes soon sprung to 
life in comics. Such characters 
as Blue Bolt, Catman, Doll Man, 
Blue Beetle, White Streak, and 
Neon the Unknown tried to be 
like Superman. But Superman 


was so popular that comic books 
alone weren’t big enough to 
hold his adventures. 


“THIS IS A JOB 
FOR...” 


The Superman radio show 


- began in 1940. As a 15-minute 


show every weekday, Superman 
had a huge audience. Each day, 


George Reeves brought Superman to 
television. The series from the 1950’s 
is still seen in many cities. 
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PSST OY SUR GOMERES To 
THiS 15 HIS ROLE OF A WEAKLIN 


man, he would make his voice 
sound really low and say: 

This is a job 

for 
SUPERMAN! 

People just couldn’t get 
enough of the Man of Steel. In 
the 1940’s, a movie company 
made several color cartoons 
about him. Then another com- 
pany decided to do a movie 
serial about Superman. They 
AE . | hired an actor named Kirk Alyn 
Trouble for Clark Kent in this aay to play the part. 
strip from 1938. In 1951, an actor named 
George Reeves took over the 
part. Reeves had been an actor 
in Hollywood for many years. 


the program began with these He had even had a part in the 
words: famous movie, Gone with the 
Faster than a speeding Wind. 
bullet! George Reeves brought 
More powerful than ft Superman to TV. The Superman 
locomotive! 


Able to leap tall buildings 
at a single bound! 

Look! Up in the sky! 

It’s a bird! 

It’s a plane! 

IT’S SUPERMAN! 

A young radio actor named 
Bud Collyer played both Clark 
Kent and Superman on the 
show. When he wanted the 
radio audience to know he was 
changing from Clark to Super- 


THE DAILY STAR OFFICE 16 REACHED... 


[ART you, wanreo 
VA] to°see ME D> Re! 


show was on for seven years. It 
had a low budget, and the same 
flying scenes were used over 
and over again. But TV watchers 
loved it. The show is still being 
seen on many TV stations today 
—even though it was made 
nearly 30 years ago. 

Sometimes, being TV’s 
Superman was a hard job for 5 
George Reeves. One day at a tl 
shopping center, a boy tried to ; 
shoot him with a real gun. The NN 
boy thought Reeves really was Clark is assigned to cover himself in 
Superman, so he thought the these panels from the late 1930’s. 
bullets would bounce off him. 

After that, Reeves never 
appeared in public in his 


x 


Superman costume. proving that man can really fly. 
And he is proving that-the 
“THE MAN OF Superman legend—which 


TOMORROW TODAY” started more than 40 years ago— 


may be just beginning! 


A few things have changed 
about the comic book Superman 
in recent years. Clark Kent now 
spends part of his time at The 
Daily Planet and part at WGBS- . 
TV where he is a newsman. His 
TV boss is Morgan Edge. Instead 
of green Kryptonite, Superman 
now has to worry about many 
colors of Kryptonite! 

Meanwhile, on the big movie 
screen, Christopher Reeve is 
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0 How did Superman fly? Was 
it all done with trick photog- 
raphy? 


The flying in the Superman 
movies wasn’t all trick photog- 
raphy—but it was tricky. For 


most flying scenes, Christopher 
Reeve was hanging from wires. 


The wires were painted so you 
couldn’t see them. They were 
hung from a crane that could 
raise Reeve up and down. 


MOVIES! 


In one scene, the crane held 
him 240 feet above the East 
River in New York City. But 
most of the time he was only 
about 30 to 40 feet off the 
ground. (Reeve did all of his 
own flying.) 

For close-up shots, no wires 
were needed. Reeve simply 
leaned forward into a wind 
made by a giant fan. To make it 
look as if he was flying with the 
birds, crew members threw birds 
past him! * 


0 Is it true that Christopher 
Reeve had hundreds of 
Superman costumes? Is it true 
that he never wore the same one 
twice? 


A Not exactly. Several different 
Superman suits were made for 
him. Each hada different use. 
Some suits were made to look 
great while Superman was 
standing. Others were made for 
sitting, leaping, flying, or 
coming in for a landing. The 
flying cape had hidden wires 
under it. The wires made the 


Sketch shows Superman costume as 
designed by Yvonne Blake, who 
designed all costumes for the movies. 


cape billow even when there 
was no wind. 

In Superman II, Reeve went 
through 40 different suits. As 
soon as one would get snagged 
or sweaty, he’d change it. He 
didn’t want anyone to see 
Superman with wrinkled tights! 
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0 Does Christopher Reeve 
really have all those muscles? 
Or did he use padding to make 
himself look stronger? 


part, Reeve was way too thin to 
fill out Superman’s costume. 
“Most of my exercise up to that 
point had been mental,” he 
admits. The producers wanted to 
give him padding-to make his 


muscles look bigger. But Reeve 
didn’t like the idea. 

“T just couldn’t face the 
thought of playing the part with 


fake muscles,” he says. ‘I 
had to get into shape so 
that I could believe that I 
was Superman!”’ 

David Prowse was called 
in to help. Prowse should 
be known to most movie 
fans. He played Darth 
Vader in the Star Wars 
films. He trained Reeve, 


j and he was tough! 


In the morning, Reeve 
ran. Then he lifted weights 
for two hours. Then Reeve 
spent 90 minutes on a 
trampoline. All the while, 
he ate four- high-protein 
meals a day. 

“After the first workout, 
I went into the locker room 
and was sick,’ Reeve 
admits. ‘But I kept at it.” 

All in all, he added 
about 30 pounds of 
muscle. Says Reeve: 


“JT found muscles I never knew 
I had!” 


G Was the Eiffel Tower scene 
in Superman II really filmed at 
the Eiffel Tower? 


B \ Yes. A lot of that exciting 


scene was really filmed in Paris, 
France, at the Eiffel Tower. But, 
of course, the moviemakers 
couldn’t destroy any parts of the 
famous tower. 


Instead, models of the tower 
were used. It took seven months 
to build several models. The 
models looked just like the real 
tower. That’s because the de- 
signer used the original blue- 
prints that were used to build 
the real Eiffel Tower! 
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0 Was the exciting battle 
between Superman and his three 
foes really filmed on the streets 
of New York? If so, how did 
they keep people from getting 
hurt? 


A They kept people from 
getting hurt by not filming that 
big battle in New York. The en- 
tire fight took place on a set at 
a movie studio. It was one of the 
largest sets in movie history! 


The set was made to look just 
like New York City’s 42nd Street 
between Second and Third Ave- 
nues. It cost more than two mil- 
lion dollars to build! 

The set had 30 lamp posts, 12 
blinking traffic lights, 12 fire 
hydrants, three phone booths, 
and 50 neon signs. And it had 
enough cars, buses, and trucks 
to cause a giant traffic jam in 
any city in the world! 


All of this was destroyed dur- 
ing the big battle with the vil- 
lains. 
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“LEX LUTHOR 


hy does Lex Luthor 
hate Superman so 
much? Well, the mov- 


ies have one answer. But to get 
the whole answer, we have to 
go back to the early comic book 
days. Here is the real story. ... 
In the comics, the story 
begins when Lex Luthor saved 
Superboy’s life. One day many 
years ago, Superboy was in his 
hometown of Smallville. He saw 
young Lex Luthor working on 
the Luthor family farm. 
Superboy flew over to meet him. 
Suddenly, a meteorite made 
of Kryptonite landed. Lex Luthor 
pushed the meteorite over a 
cliff. That saved Superboy’s life. 
““Superboy, I’m your biggest 
fan,” Luthor said. “Please come 


back to my house. I want to 
show you my Superboy 
scrapbooks.” 

Superboy wanted to repay 
Luthor. So he built him a sci- 
ence lab. He knew that one day 
Luthor would be a brilliant sci- 
entist. Luthor started to do ex- 
periments in his lab. He decided 
to find a cure for Kryptonite. 

Then disaster struck. 

Lex Luthor discovered a cure 
for Kryptonite. But a fire broke 


IS A FOOL’ I'LL TURN 
ON THE POWER FULL 
FORCE AND BLAST HiM 

INTO ETERNITY— ANO 
BE RID OF HIM FOr 
GoOoD! HO, HO, HO.’ 


out in his lab. Superboy was 
nearby. He flew to the fire. He 
put it out with a blast of his 
super-breath. But the blast of 
wind destroyed Luthor’s proj- 
ects. And the gas fumes from the 
fire caused all of his hair to fall 
out. 

Lex Luthor thought Superboy 
did it on purpose. “You are jeal- 


TTS STRENGTH 1S TREMENDOUS,,, AND 
IF ITS GAWS REACH MY THROAT, IT'S ALL 
OVER. IT MUST BE POWERED BY A 
SELF-CONTAINED BATTERY... JF MY HANDS 
CAN ONLY FIND THE CONTROL PANEL. 


QB CRACKLING ROAR ECHOES 
AcROSS THE SKY‘ 

WHAT---? 

AAA-AAA-A-4-4... 


yo 


ous of me!” he screamed at 
Superboy. ‘You wrecked: my 
projects on purpose! You don’t 
want me to become famous!” 

So Lex Luthor destroyed the 
cure for Kryptonite. From that 
day on, he has been Superman’s 
worst enemy! Says Lex Luthor: 
“There isn’t room enough on 
Earth for Superman and me!”’ 


INEXT MOMENT, AS HE RIPS OUT THE CONTROL WIRES.,, 
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SUPERMAN 


When it comes to knowing all 
about the Superman movies, are 
you a hero? See how many of 
these hard questions you can an- 
swer. Circle the answer you 
think is right for each question. 
Then turn the page over. The 
right answers are written upside 
down at the end of the test. 
Good luck! 


] Marlon Brando plays 
Superman’s father Jor-El. Susan- 
nah York plays Lara, his mother. 
What is the name of the young 
baby they send to Earth, who 
later becomes known as 
Superman? 


QUIZ! 


a) Superbaby. 
b) Jor-El, Jr. 
c) Kal-El. 

d) Lois Lane. 


2 In Superman I, Superboy 
races past a train, and a female 
passenger looks out the window 
at him. Who was that passenger? 

a) Christopher Reeve’s 

mother. 


a ae waver 25.7% 


SESS SASS SSS 
a | Gene Hackman gets his 

name in big letters at the begin- 

ning of Superman. In one fa- 

mous comedy film his name 

wasn’t mentioned at all—even 

though he gave one of the funni- 

est performances of his career. 

That movie was called: 

a) King Kong. 

b) Return from Witch Moun- 

tain. 
c) Young Frankenstein. 
d) Zorro. 


4 In Superman I, the under- 
ground hideout of Lex Luthor 
was actually designed to look 
like: 

a) the San Diego Zoo. 

b) the Empire State Building. 

c) Yankee Stadium. 

d) Grand Central Station. 


b) Noel Neill, who played 
Lois Lane on the Super- 
man TV series. 

c) Miss Piggy. 

d) Susannah York, who also 
played Lara, Jor-El’s wife. 


IM LATE... HEY! 
I KNEW I WAS 
FAST... 


5 What member of the cast of 
both Superman movies was a fa- 

mous child star who started out 
in silent “Our Gang’”’ comedies? 

a) Margot Kidder. 

b) Jackie Cooper. 

c) Gene Hackman. 

d) Christopher Reeve. 
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6 General Zod and his 
followers leave the moon and 
land in a small farm town in the 
United States. What is the name 
of that town? \ 

a) East Houston, Idaho. 

b) Des Moines, Iowa. 

c) Pocatello, Idaho. 

d) Smallville, Kansas. 


7 Lex Luthor offers to help 
General Zod, Ursa, and Non. 
What does he ask for in return 
for his help? 

a) He wants the right to kill 

Superman himself. 
b) He wants to be named 
King of Australia. 

c) He wants his life to be 

spared. 

d) He wants to take over 

Superman’s Fortress in the 
Arctic. 


a Lex Luthor always calls her 
Miss Teschmacher. But what is 
Miss Teschmacher’s first name? 
a) Margot. 

b) Mary. ~ 

c) Eve. 

d) Susannah. 


John Williams has written 
music for many movies. He com- 
posed the music for Superman. 
For which of the following films 
did he NOT write the music? 

a) Jaws. 

b) Star Wars. 

c) The Empire Strikes Back. 

d) Close Encounters of the 
Third Kind. 
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THE GREAT SUPERMAN 
MZ COMA boy XOXO) el 


pe RELIVE THE MOVIE MEMORIES AND 
: MAGIC OF THE LEGENDARY HERO 
IN THIS BIG COLLECTION OF 

| SURPRISING FACTS, BEHIND-THE- 
SCENES INFO, AND FABULOUS 


PHOTOGRAPHS! 
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* Revealing profiles of 
Christopher Reeve, 
Margot Kidder, and the 
other stars who brought 
the Man of Steel to ___ 
the big screen! 


* Astounding facts about the 
making of the Superman movies! 

Amaze your friends with this 
confidential information! 


“Answers to your questions about 
the Superman movies! 


* Photos! Comics! Quizzes! And more! 


PLUS: A BIG, FULL-COLOR 
SUPERMAN PULL-OUT POSTER 
FOR YOUR WALL! 


